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Welcome...to the new look “RAPPORT” Wordswell’'s Sprin g 2008

Newsletter in which you will find lots of great and useful information put together for you by
Laura Garrod of Pro-Admin.

If you would like to contribute your story for the next edition please send it to us before the 6" June
ready for the July 2008 issue. Alternatively if there are topics you would like to be covered please
let us know...via the new website!

Janet O’Keefe

www.wordswell.co.uk

Mark Brown of MRB i.s. Ltd Website Design  has completely revamped the site uniquely
relevant to you, Wordswell clients.  Please do visit and give your feedback. As with all our
services we welcome your input so that we can continually improve and provide you with the site
that you value and can use regularly for speech and language therapy information and advice.

Wordswell are delighted to have 2 BSc (Hons) Speech and
Language Therapy students from Birmingham City University
placed with us Monday-Thursday until 9" May 2008. They are:
Claire Moffat and Emma Thurlby. This is their third year
clinical placement with 4 learning outcomes:

demonstrate an ability to relate theory to practice in the
management of a variety of clients

demonstrate the skills necessary to devise, implement

Chris Eales has been working and evaluate management plans

with Wordswell since May 2007

and from November has been - be appropriate in all forms of communication and
seeing 10 — 15 clients for regular interaction with other professionals, clients, relatives
therapy in Saffron Walden, Ely, and carers

Somersham, Bury St Edmunds, o ) ) ) )
Peterborough and Corby! Chris . demonstrate holistic working practices using skills of
has also assisted Janet with negotiation and collaboration in the management of
Medico-Legal assessments for clients

adults with communication -
disability. See Chris’ CV in the Then from June we will welcome Verena Panthen, a speech

about Us section of the website and language therapy student from Germany (but training in
www.wordswell.co.uk/about Holland). Verena will be with us for 3 weeks.

82 Cannon Street, Little Downham, Ely, Cambs, CB6 2SS 01353 698156 janetokeefe@wordswell.co.uk




Testimonials

Testimonials from Wordswell clients and their families are the best way of giving you a flavour of
the services you can receive for your child or relative with a communication difficulty. Below you
will find the introduction to two such stories from past clients. Their full stories are available on the
website. We were truly inspired by their success and are very proud to have been a part of their
journey. If you would like to share your story please go to the website

www.wordswell.co.uk/testimonials and submit your testimonial. Mark is developing a new section

of the website for more detailed case histories.
Janet O'Keefe

Stephen has Asperger Syndrome and Janet's involvement with
Stephen was in providing social skills group therapy in primary
school and in the holidays over a period of about 5 years.

Stephen’s parents also attended a “Stop, Think, Do” parents group.

It is our belief that this combination of integrated and consistent

therapy, with parents, therapists and education staff working

together, gets the best results.

Stephen’s parents told us:

“Since your involvement Stephen has just gone from strength to strength. He finished Prince
William School in the summer with three 'A' passes at English, French and History at 'A’ level. He
represented the local Rotary Club at the Euroscola Conference in Strasbourg last year and came
back to give a Powerpoint presentation at a Rotary Club dinner. He won the Student of the Year
award in Year 12 and in his last year won the school's prize for outstanding achievement and
originality. He has grown into a remarkable young man of whom we are very proud. He has
established a great group of friends from school with whom he keeps in touch on MSN and
Facebook. He has now gone to University to study French and History and so far seems to have

settled into the social life. We are not sure if he is doing any work!!”

STOP PRESS!! STOP PRESS!! STOP PRESS!

Stephen recently passed his driving test! Congratulations!!

Did you know....?

The more contact you have with us the happier you will be with our service to you. Do telephone
01353 698156, e-mail [anetokeefe@wordswell.co.uk or contact us via www.wordswell.co.uk with
any concerns which can be submitted anonymously as a ‘frequently asked question’.




ADAM

This information has been kindly written by Adam’s mother:

“It is 10 years now since | met Janet O’Keefe. Little did | know at that time
what an important impact she would have on my family! Adam was
diagnosed with autism (at the more severe end of the scale) at the tender
age of 22 months!

Our initial appointment consisted of an interview by Janet in her beautiful

home. Thereafter, Adam and | visited weekly over quite a
substantial period of time. Janet devised a ‘list’ of 10 or so items /
activities each week that we were to work on. Obviously initially
there were only one or two things that were appropriate. Using
these ‘positives’ we worked forwards with a programme that once
we had completed a few weeks, Adam and | could successfully
complete most of the items on an A4 sheet. With all this success
we became much more motivated than we had been in the months
previous. With Janet’s help we then secured Adam a place at a

Specialist School.

Thanks Janet! | don’t even begin to contemplate what life

would’ve been like for our family had you not been involved”

Adam’s full story, guidance, m ore information and Case Studies can be found on ou r
website www.wordswell.co.uk

Did you know....?
That our new website has useful links to support
including legal services; articles and information
about conditions (i.e. Autism and Asperger’s), as
well as having specific sections for students and
professional colleagues.
We also have an extremely useful Frequently
Asked Questions Section —

www.wordswell.co.uk/fags




If you ever have one of those days when you wonder

words:

I

am

only one,

but still | am one.

| cannot do everything,

but still | can do something;

and because | cannot do everything,

I will not refuse to do the something that | can do.

why you bother — remember these

Helen Keller

Gite in South West France welcomes families with sp

ecial needs.

Janet's brother and his wife, lan and Jan Richmond, have recently re-located to South West

France. They live in the farmhouse with their cats and dogs on this old tobacco farm. They

currently have one fully equipped gite available to let which sleeps 4-6 people. The new pool

complies with the stringent French safety regulations. The barn will be converted later. Follow the

link from the website: www.wordswell.co.uk/gite

We would very much like to hear from you with any feedback, information for inclusion in the next

edition or just to make contact with you.

Wordswell Limited, 82 Cannon Street, Little Downham, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB6 2SS
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