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Edge Hill University

ABSTRACT GUIDELINES
Abstracts are to be submitted
via email to the Conference
organising committee:

E: keytosuccess@edgehill.ac.uk

Deadline for abstracts is
Friday 26th February 2010

The abstract should not be more than 300
words in length (papers describing work in
progress are eligible).

For educational innovations and developments
use the following headings: context & setting;
why the innovation/development was
introduced; what was done; evaluation
of results.

For research use the following headings as
appropriate: background; aims & objectives;
methods; results; discussion; conclusion.

A panel of assessors will judge submitted
summaries on the following criteria:
• Soundness of approach
• Clarity of description of the development,

innovation or research project
• Accessibility, importance and relevance

of content for a national and
international audience

If a paper is accepted, presenting authors
must register for the meeting as a
delegate. We look forward to receiving
your abstract.

Please note: amendments to abstracts cannot
be made after the closing date.

www.edgehill.ac.uk

CALL FOR PAPERS

THE 4TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
COMMUNICATION:THE KEY TO SUCCESS

FRIDAY 21st MAY 2010
EDGE HILL UNIVERSITY,
ST HELENS ROAD, ORMSKIRK,
LANCASHIRE L39 4QP

You are invited to submit abstracts for oral
and/or poster presentations focussing on any
innovations, developments or research in the
area of working with young people with high
functioning autism with particular emphasis on
communication. Oral presentations will be allocated
25 minutes plus 5 minutes for questions.

Conference audience:
health professionals
educationalists
psychologists
academics
parents
people with ASD etc.

All queries regarding the call for papers
should be directed to:

Dr Jeremy Brown,
Evidence-based Practice Research Centre,
Faculty of Health,
Edge Hill University,
St Helens Road,
Ormskirk,
Lancashire L39 4QP

T: 01695 650 919

E: brownjm@edgehill.ac.uk



Programme Outline

0830 Coffee and registration

Welcome and introduction

Professor Simon Baron-Cohen:
“The Foetal Testosterone
Theory of Autism”

Coffee

Paul Hughes: “A Personal Perspective
of Asperger’s Syndrome”

Derek Paravicini

Lunch

Workshop and oral presentations

1600 Plenary and Close

Keynote Presentation
Professor Simon Baron-Cohen is
Professor of Developmental
Psychopathology and Director of
the Autism Research Centre at
Cambridge University. His research
has focused on the question of
autism, trying to understand what
characterises autism from a
psychological perspective and

ultimately aiming to understand what is going on in the
brain and the causes of the condition. His current
research is testing the ‘extreme male brain’ theory of
autism at the neural, endocrine and genetic levels and
he will present his latest research titled "The Foetal
Testosterone Theory of Autism" at the conference.

Professor Baron-Cohen is also a Fellow of Trinity
College, Cambridge. His books include Mindblindness;
and The Essential Difference: The Truth about the Male
and Female Brain. He has also written books for
parents and teachers such as Autism and Asperger
Syndrome: The Facts (OUP, 2008), and Teaching
children with autism to mind read (Wiley, 1998).

Target Audience
• Teachers, Support Assistants
• LEA staff
• Allied Health Professionals
• Speech and Language Therapists
• Educational Psychologists
• Parents/Carers or others who are meeting the

needs of those with Autism/Asperger's Syndrome
• Academics
• Medical Practitioners

Background
If you are a relative or professional living or working
with a young person who is diagnosed with Autism or
Asperger’s Syndrome you will know that the barriers
within education, employment, and social situations
are significant. The impact that the complexities of
Autism and Asperger’s Syndrome has upon life
situations is very real. Communication is a key factor
in addressing the needs of such young people and by
addressing this issue, windows of opportunity are
opened. This enables young people to progress, in
terms of furthering their education and employment
options, by improving self–esteem and confidence or
simply by offering an opportunity to feel included in
society, to feel valued and understood.

COMMUNICATION:
The Key To Success
Conference organisation
This conference is a collaborative venture between
Pontville School and Edge Hill University. Pontville
School, which celebrates its centenary in 2010, is an
Independent School for communication impaired
children and young people from ages 7 through to 19
years. It is part of the Witherslack Group of Schools.
In the recent Ofsted inspection in October 2009 the
school was described as “An outstanding school
which provides high quality care and education.
It is particularly successful in improving pupil’s
communication skills, increasing their self esteem and
confidence and preparing them for adult life”. Edge Hill
University, which celebrates its 125th Anniversary in
2010, stands for academic and professional excellence.
It is a welcoming, diverse community, accessible to
everyone, providing exceptional support for students
in high-quality learning environments.

Paul Hughes attended Pontville
school from 2002 -2006. From there
he went on to Runshaw College
where he did A Levels in; Drama &
Theatre Studies, Media Studies,
English Literature & Language, and
Government & Politics. He is
currently in his second year at

Lancaster University doing a B.A.Hons in English with
Creative Writing, where he is working on a radio play.
His interests include drama, and he has performed in
productions of; 'Anitgone', 'Road', 'Animal Farm' as
well as pantomimes such as 'Jack and the Beanstalk',
and 'Puss in Boots' amongst others. Paul is diagnosed
with Asperger's syndrome and will be presenting a
personal perspective.

Derek Paravicini will be participating
in this year’s event. Derek is a
remarkable young man who has
achieved world recognition as a
musical genius, despite being blind
and having severe learning difficulties
and Autism. Derek, at a very early
age, acquired a fascination for music

and sound and by the age of four had taught himself
to play a large number of pieces on the piano. He has
performed in concert in Europe and the United States
and has featured in the series Extraordinary People
(Channel 5, UK).

Workshop
Bill Jackson, Parent (and Senior Lecturer at Edge Hill
University), will facilitate a workshop which will focus
on Autism from a parental perspective.

Cost
Conference Fee1 £170.00 [inclusive of VAT]
Conference Fee2 £70.00 [inclusive of VAT]
for people with ASD and
parents of young people with ASD

Early Bird Discount for bookings made by 31.03.10
Conference Fee1 £150.00 [inclusive of VAT]
Conference Fee2 £50.00 [inclusive of VAT]

How to register
Please complete the enclosed conference
registration form and post it to Carol Wright,
Conference Administrator, Faculty of Health,
Edge Hill University, St Helens Road,
Ormskirk, Lancashire L39 4QP.

Confirmation of places, maps and a programme will be
despatched one month before the conference date. If
you have not received your confirmation letter one
week before the conference date, please phone to
check we have received your registration form on
01695 650 941 or email: carol.wright@edgehill.ac.uk

Terms and conditions
Applications are accepted on the understanding that the
applicants agree to the following booking terms and conditions.

All conference fees remain payable once a registration is
received by Edge Hill University

Edge Hill University's terms of payment are 30 days from
date of invoice.

Cancellations are not possible. A substitution may be made in the
event of withdrawal.

Pontville School and Edge Hill University reserve the right to make
changes to the published programme if necessary

DELEGATE BOOKING FORM

COMMUNICATION: The Key To Success

Please reserve a place at the conference on
Friday 21st May 2010
Conference Fee1 £170.00 [inclusive of VAT]
Conference Fee2 for people with ASD and parents of young people with ASD £70.00 [inclusive of VAT]

Early Bird Discount for bookings made by 31.03.10
Conference Fee1 £150.001 [inclusive of VAT]
Conference Fee2 £50.002 [inclusive of VAT]

Delegate Details [please use BLOCK CAPITALS]

Name ………………………………………………………………………………………

Position ………………………………………………………………………………………

Organisation ………………………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

.......................................................................................................................

Postcode ………………………………………………………………………………………

Tel (Day) ………………………………………………………………………………………

Email ………………………………………………………………………………………

If invoice address is different from that above please state here:

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

.......................................................................................................................

I enclose a cheque made payable to: Edge Hill Education Ltd

Please invoice me: ………………………………………………………………………………………

Purchase Order No ………………………………………………………………………………………
[if applicable]

Dietary/special ………………………………………………………………………………………
requirements

Signature ………………………………………………………………………………………

Date ……………………………………www.edgehill.ac.ukwww.edgehill.ac.uk


